
 

 

  

Paul Millen: Forester of the Year 2021 

August 25 2021                                                                               Media Release 

Marlborough’s Paul Millen has won the New Zealand Institute of Forestry’s prestigious 2021 

award as NZ Forester of the Year. This recognises eighteen years work undertaking research 

of eucalypts by establishing trials in various parts of the country, initially to develop durable 

untreated posts for his region’s vineyards. 

 

Paul Millen receives his award from Forestry Minister Stuart Nash.  

Paul is a founder of the New Zealand Dryland Forests Initiative (NZDFI) and Project Manager 

since it formed in 2008 with strong ongoing support from the Marlborough Research Centre. 

His work with durable eucalypts goes back to at least 2003, when he and brother Ash saw an 

opportunity to provide naturally durable posts for Marlborough’s vineyards to replace 

treated pine posts. They began trialling more than two dozen eucalypt species and realised 

they had also hit upon a farm diversification option for Marlborough’s dryland farmers.  

Paul then teamed up with former Canterbury University School of Forestry friend Shaf van 

Ballekom, CEO at Proseed, owned by Ngāi Tahu, the largest forest seed producer in 



 

 

Australasia. They linked to the School of Forestry to introduce a tree improvement and 

forest research programme in eucalypts, with wood quality a major component. The 

initiative has attracted internationally renowned researchers and supported 11 PhD 

students to date. 

“It is a real surprise and a privilege to be recognised by this award,” says Paul. “NZDFI’s 

success isn’t driven by me - rather by the many willing collaborators, our NZDFI team, 

landowner hosts and the many industry supporters - that share my vision for a NZ durable 

hardwood industry. The interest and energy of all those involved gives me confidence that 

we can make this vision a reality.” 

Marlborough Research Centre Chief Executive, Gerald Hope, says Paul recognised early on 

that regional communities need to build resilient, diverse economies with newly planted 

eucalypt forests now located from Canterbury to Northland. 

“Paul successfully sought funding from many sources - government, local authorities, 

industry and farmers – resulting in $9 million being raised to date,” says Gerald Hope. “It has 

expanded beyond Marlborough to include 36 sites in eastern and northern NZ, breeding 

durable eucalypts with high wood quality.” 

New Zealand Institute of Forestry president James Treadwell says the Forester of the Year 

award acknowledged Paul Millen’s diverse range of skills and experience. “From hard graft 

and commitment at grassroots level to high-level policy planning and execution and 

academic leadership. He has massive drive, energy and capacity for work and has made and 

will no doubt continue to make an outstanding contribution to the NZ forest industry.” 

The award was presented in Wairarapa earlier this month by Forestry Minister Stuart Nash. 

Paul Millen has been involved in the Marlborough community since arriving in the 1980s, 

working in various roles for the local authority and environmental and community projects. 

These included a major role in developing the Wither Hills Farm Park as a working farm and 

public recreation area for the Marlborough District Council. 

 

Contact Paul at: p.millen@xtra.co.nz  
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 The NZDFI in 2021 

• NZDFI’s vision is developing multi-regional sustainable hardwood industry based on 

planting 60,000 hectares of durable eucalypt forests in up to 12 wood supply 

catchments.  

• Thirty-three trial sites established to date from Northland to North Canterbury, with 

9 more planned in 2021. These trials range from private farmers to major 

corporates, forestry companies, and regional authorities.  

• Trial sites include breeding populations of several eucalypt species enabling top-

performing families now being propagated to produce the 1st generation of 

improved planting material 

• The first of these plantings, produced at a state-of-the-art propagation programme 

at Proseed NZ’s Amberley nursery, will go in the ground in coming weeks  

• Working with regional partners NZDFI is now quantifying potential markets for 

products, identifying possible catchments for future processing operations and 

quantifying the area of land needed to supply such operations  

• The NZDFI is based at the Marlborough Research Centre and has been part of Forest 

Growers Research Specialty Wood Products Research Partnership (SWP) since 2015, 

receiving significant support from this industry/Ministry for Business, Innovation and 

Employment partnership.  

• A total budget to date of over $9 m, with over $3 m spent on research. Last year the 

NZDFI was successful with a $450,000 Te Uru Rakau One Billion Trees Partnership 

funded project. 

• A fully-fledged, internationally renowned wood quality research programme at the 

NZ School of Forestry, is feeding results back into the breeding work. Other research 

includes site x species work, economics/modelling, and integrated pest and disease 

management. There are plenty more ideas in the pipeline – eucalypts and carbon; 

pharmaceuticals; biomass and bioenergy etc.  NZDFI will be part of NZ’s circular 

bioeconomy. 

• The project is the envy of the Australians! 

• Visit the NZDFI website for more information.  

 

 

https://nzdfi.org.nz/

